Preschool Songs

Row, Row, Row Your Boat
(Children sit facing their partner with knees bent. They hold both hands together and row by moving back and forth).

Row, row, row your boat
Gently down the stream,
Merrily merrily, merrily, merrily
Life is but a dream

Sweet Potato Soup Chant
(Teacher prepares a large spoon and large pot with items inside before children arrive).
Sweet potato, sweet potato, (stir in a big pot & kids do stirring motion)
Oops, oops, oops (continue to stir)
What did (child's name) find in the soup? (have one child pull something from the pot and name it.)
(Teacher laughs with kids if this is something that doesn't belong in soup)
Continue until all children have had a turn.

Shake hands with a friend
(Choose one child to be the "goodbye friend." This child will go around the circle and shake hands with each child dismissing him to gather his belongings to go home.)
Shake hands with (child's name) it's time to go.

Shake hands with (different child's name) it's time to go.

Shake hands with (different child's name) it's time to go.

We'll see you again tomorrow.

Tootsie Roll Chant
Hands up! Tootsie, tootsie, tootsie roll 

Hands down! Tootsie, tootsie, tootsie roll

Touch the ground! Tootsie, tootsie, tootsie roll

Turn around! Tootsie, tootsie, tootsie roll

To the front

To the back

To the side, side, side

Sit down!
Six Little Ducks
Six little ducks (hold up 6 fingers)
That I once knew
Fat ones, skinny ones,
Fair ones, too
But the one little duck (hold up 1 finger)
With the feather on his back (touch back)
He led the others
With a quack, quack, quack (arms bent at elbows to flap wings)

(continue flapping wings)
Quack, quack, quack,
Quack, quack, quack
He led the others
With a quack, quack, quack

Down to the river
They would go (sway arms like water)
Wibble, wobble, wibble, wobble,
To and fro (wobble in seat)
But the one little duck
With the feather on his back (touch back)
He led the others
With a quack, quack, quack (arms bent at elbows to flap wings)

(continue flapping wings)
Quack, quack, quack,
Quack, quack, quack
He led the others
With a quack, quack, quack

Back from the river
They would come
Wibble, wobble, wibble, wobble,
Ho, hum, hum (wobble in seat)
But the one little duck (hold up 1 finger)
With the feather on his back (touch back)
He led the others
With a quack, quack, quack (arms bent at elbows to flap wings)

(continue flapping wings)
Quack, quack, quack,
Quack, quack, quack
He led the others
With a quack, quack, quack
The Wheels On The Bus
The wheels on the bus go round and round
Round and round, round and round
The wheels on the bus go round and round
All through the town.
(Roll hands over each other)

The wipers on the bus go "Swish, swish, swish,
Swish, swish, swish, swish, swish, swish"
The wipers on the bus go "Swish, swish, swish"
All through the town.
(Put arms together in front of you and ‘swish' like windshield wipers)

The door on the bus goes open and shut
Open and shut, open and shut
The door on the bus goes open and shut
All through the town.
(Cover eyes with hands on 'shut' and uncover them on 'open')

The horn on the bus goes "Beep, beep, beep
Beep, beep, beep, beep, beep, beep"
The horn on the bus goes "Beep, beep, beep"
All through the town.
(Pretend to honk horn)

The gas on the bus goes "Glug, glug, glug
Glug, glug, glug, glug, glug, glug"
The gas on the bus goes "Glug, glug, glug"
All through the town.
(Pretend to fill tank using pointer finger as gas nozzle)

The money on the bus goes "Clink, clink, clink,
Clink, clink, clink, clink, clink, clink"
The money on the bus goes "Clink, clink, clink"
All through the town.
(Pretend to put money in cash box on bus)

The windows on the bus go up and down, up and down, up and down. 

The windows on the bus go up and down

All through the town.

(Put arms up and down like windows sliding up and down).

The baby on the bus says, "Wah, wah, wah!
Wah, wah, wah, wah, wah, wah!"
The baby on the bus says, "Wah, wah, wah!"
All through the town.
(Fisted hands in front of eyesand rub them like baby crying)

The people on the bus say, "Shh, shh, shh,
Shh, shh, shh, shh, shh, shh"
The people on the bus say, "Shh, shh, shh"
All through the town.
(Put pointer finger to mouth to 'shhh')

The mommy on the bus says, "I love you,
I love you, I love you"
The daddy on the bus says, "I love you, too"
All through the town.
(Point to self on 'I', right hand over heart on 'love', and point to other on 'you')
There was an old lady (fly)
There was an old lady who swallowed a fly.
I don't know why she swallowed the fly,
It made her cry.

There was an old lady who swallowed a spider,
that wiggled and wiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly.
I don't know why she swallowed the fly.
It made her cry.

There was an old lady who swallowed a bird.
How absurd to swallow a bird.
She swallowed the bird to catch the spider,
that wiggled and wiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly.
I don't know why she swallowed the fly.
It made her cry.

There was an old lady who swallowed a cat.
Imagine that, she swallowed a cat.
She swallowed the cat to catch the bird.
She swallowed the bird to catch the spider,
that wiggled and wiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly.
I don't know why she swallowed the fly.
It made her cry.

There was an old lady who swallowed a dog.
My what a hog, to swallow a dog.
She swallowed the dog to catch the cat.
She swallowed the cat, to catch the bird,
She swallowed the bird to catch the spider,
that wiggled and wiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly.
I don't know why she swallowed the fly.
It made her cry.

There was an old lady who swallowed a goat.

Just opened her throat and swallowed a goat.

She swallowed the goat to catch the dog.

She swallowed the dog to catch the cat.

She swallowed the cat to catch the bird.

She swallowed the bird to catch the spider.

That wiggled and wiggled and tickled inside her.

She swallowed the spider to catch the fly.

I don’t know why she swallowed the fly.

It made her cry.

There was an old lady who swallowed a cow.
I don't know how she swallowed a cow.
She swallowed the cow to catch the goat.

She swallowed the goat to catch the dog.
She swallowed the dog, to catch the cat.
She swallowed the cat to catch the bird.
She swallowed the bird to catch the spider,
that wiggled and wiggled and tickled inside her.
She swallowed the spider to catch the fly.
I don't know why she swallowed the fly
It made her cry.

There was an old lady who swallowed a horse...
That’s the end of course!
Thumbkin
(Start with hands behind back)

Where is thumbkin?

Where is thumbkin?

Here I am.
(Bring right hand to front, with thumb up)

Here I am.

(Bring left hand to front, with thumb up)

How are you this morning?

Very well, I thank you.

(Wiggle thumbs as if they’re ‘talking’ to each other)

Run away.
(Hide right hand behind back)

Run away.
(Hide left hand behind back)

Where is pointer?

Where is pointer?

Here I am.
(Bring right hand to front, with index finger up)

Here I am.
(Bring left hand to frond, with index finger up)

How are you this morning?

Very well, I thank you.

(Wiggle fingers as if they’re ‘talking’ to each other)
Run away.
(Hide right hand behind back)

Run away.
(Hide left hand behind back)

Where is tall man?

Where is tall man?

Here I am.
(Bring right hand to front, with third finger up)

Here I am.
(Bring left hand to front, with third finger up)

How are you this morning?

Very well, I thank you.
(Wiggle fingers as if they’re ‘talking’ to each other)

Run away.
(Hide right hand behind back)

Run way.
(Hide left hand behind back)

Where is ring man?

Where is ring man?

Here I am.
(Bring right hand to frond, with fourth finger up)

Here I am.
(Bring left hand to front, with fourth finger up)

How are you this morning?

Very well, I thank you.

(Wiggle fingers as if they’re ‘talking’ to each other)
Thumbkin Continued
Run away.
(Hide right hand behind back)

Run away.
(Hide left hand behind back)

Where is pinkie?

Where is pinkie?

Here I am.
(Bring right hand to front, with pinkie finger up)

Here I am.
(Bring left hand to front, with pinkie finger up)

How are you this morning?

Very well, I thank you.
(Wiggle fingers as if they’re ‘talking’ to each other)

Run away.
(Hide right hand behind back)

Run away.
(Hide left hand behind back)

Where is the family?

Where is the family?

Here we are.
(Bring right hand to front, with all fingers showing)

Here we are.
(Bring left hand to front, with all fingers showing)

How are you this morning?

Very well, we thank you.
(Wiggle fingers as if they’re ‘talking’ to each other)

Run away.
(Hide right hand behind back)

Run away.
(Hide left hand behind back)

5 Green and Speckled Frogs

5 green and speckled frogs

(hold up 5 fingers)

Sat on a speckled log

(put one hand on top of the other)

Eating the most delicious bugs

(pretend to eat)

YUM, YUM

(rub stomach)

1 jumped into the pool

(1 finger doing a jumping motion)

Where it was nice and cool

(rub arms like cold)

Now there are 4 green, speckled frogs.

(hold up 4 fingers).

GLUB, GLUB

Repeat versus above with:
4 green and speckled frogs

3 green and speckled frogs

2 green and speckled frogs

1 green and speckled frog
5 Little Monkey’s Swinging from the Tree
5 little monkey’s swinging from the tree

(swing 5 fingers back and forth)

Teasing Mr. Crocodile

(shake one finger)

You can’t catch me, you can’t catch me

(shake head no)

Along comes Mr. Crocodile as quiet as can be…

(palms together in a swaying motion)

And he SNAPPED that monkey right out of that tree!

(loudly clap hands together one time)
Repeat versus above with:

4 little monkey’s
3 little monkey’s

2 little monkey’s

1 little monkey

5 Little Monkey’s Jumping on the Bed

5 little monkey’s jumping on the bed

(bounce 5 fingers up and down)

1 fell off and bumped his head

(rub head and say “ouch!”)

Mama called the doctor and the doctor said

(pretend to dial and hold fingers to head like a phone)

No more monkey’s jumping on the bed!

(shake one finger)

Repeat versus above with:

4 little monkey’s

3 little monkey’s

2 little monkey’s

1 little monkey

Last phrase “Put those monkey’s back to bed!!”

5 Little Ducks

5 little ducks went out one day

(hold up 5 fingers)

Over the hills and far away

(sway arm up and down)

Mama duck said, “Quack, quack, quack, quack”

(flap arms like duck wings)

And only 4 little ducks came back.

(hold up 4 fingers)

Repeat versus above with:

4 little ducks

3 little ducks

2 little ducks

1 little duck

Sad mother duck went out one day

(rub eyes and say in sad voice)

Over the hills and far away

(sway arm up and down)

Sad mother duck said, “Quack, quack, QUACK”

(flap arms like duck wings and sing in sad voice)

And all 5 of her little ducks came back!

(hold up 5 fingers)

5 Little Cookies

5 little cookies in the bakery shop,

5 little cookies with sugar on top.

Along came (child’s name) with a penny in her hand,

(hand child a penny or fake coin)
She took one cookie and away she ran!

(child comes to front of circle and drops off penny and takes 1 cookie back to her seat – all kids can move arms as if running saying “shhh, shhh, shhh, shhh”
Repeat versus above with new children:

4 little cookies

3 little cookies

2 little cookies

1 little cookie

Do What I am Doing
(Start an action)

Do what I am doing follow, follow me.

Do what I am doing follow, follow me.

Repeat with new actions or have a specific child lead.

Do what (child’s name) is doing follow, follow me.

BINGO
(Put the letters B-I-N-G-O out in front of the children. Pat lap to the beat while singing)
There was a farmer who had a dog and Bingo was his name-o

B-I-N-G-O

B-I-N-G-O

B-I-N-G-O

And Bingo was his name-o!

(Turn over the letter B or add a cut-out handprint on top of the letter B to indicate clapping)

There was a farmer who had a dog and Bingo was his name-o

<CLAP> I-N-G-O

<CLAP> I-N-G-O
<CLAP> I-N-G-O
And Bingo was his name-o!

Repeat versus above with:

<CLAP, CLAP> N-G-O

<CLAP, CLAP, CLAP> G-O

<CLAP, CLAP, CLAP, CLAP> O

<CLAP, CLAP, CLAP, CLAP, CLAP>

Going on a Picnic

Going on a picnic, leaving right away

If it doesn’t rain we’ll stay all day.

Did you pack the… 

(provide a container for a child to draw a piece of pretend food or picture of food item out of) 

(food item)
Yes we brought the (named food item).

Going on a picnic, leaving right away

If it doesn’t rain we’ll stay all day.

Did you pack the 

(have another child draw an item out of the container)

Yes we brought the (named food item).

Did you pack the 

(point to child holding the first food item and everyone name it together)

Yes we brought the (food item). 

Continue to repeat until all items are out of the container and you are naming a long list of items.

Let’s Go Riding on an Elevator Chant
(Tap lap)

Let’s going riding on an elevator,

Let’s going riding on an elevator.

First floor

(shake hands a few inches from floor)

Second floor
 (shake hands a little higher)

Third floor

(shake hands a little higher)

Fourth floor

(shake hands a little higher)

Fifth floor

(hands straight up in the air and pause)

And…

Down, down, down, down, down.

(move arms quickly down to the ground).

Open, Shut Them

Open, shut them, open, shut them

(open and close hands)

Give a little clap, clap, clap

(clap hands)

Open, shut them, open, shut them

(open and close hands)

Lay them in your lap, lap, lap

(pat your lap)

Creep them, crawl them, creep them, crawl them

(walk fingers up legs)

Right up to your chin, chin, chin

(tap fingers on your chin)

Open wide your little mouth –ahhh

(open your mouth)

But, do not let them in!

(quickly move arms behind back)
